
The robbery was a strange' one --all that 

WAS STOLEN ms ONE HAT / TRUE, IT WAS THE 
HAT OF A FAMOUS WESTERNER- A RENOWNEP 
SHERIFF WHO HAP RECENTLY RETIREP' 

BUT STILL— WW WOULP ANYONE WANT TO 
STEAL IT ? 

THE PUZZLE AROUSEP THE- CURIOSITY OF 
ANOTHER. FAMOUS LAWMAN - - HOAALONG 
CA&S/Py, SHERIFF OF TWIN RIVERS -WHO SET 
OUT TO SOLVE IT ANO .FOUNP HIMSELF IN ONE 
OF THE MOST STARTL ING ANP EXCITING 
ADVENTURES OF HIS CAREER: / 



YOU HAVEN'T GOT A CHANCE 
OF SEATING ME TO THE DRAW, 
CASSIPV--NOT WHILE I'M , 
WEARING THIS BUFFALO / 
• HAT I 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 



rigin.ted by CLARENCE E. MULFORD 



HOPALONG CASSIDY, No. 102, Juno. 1955 iuue. Publiihed 
monthly by NATIONAL COMICS PUBLICATIONS. INC.. 
2nd & DICKEY STREETS, SPARTA, ILL. Editorial and Ex. 
Whitney Ellsworth, Editor, ENTERED AS- 'SECOND - CLASS 
MATTER at the post office it Sparta. III. under the act of 
March 3, 1879. . Yearly, subscription in the. U. S. 51,50 .in- 



HOPALONG CASSIDY 




' LISTEN' HE ) 
CAME INTO 4\V 
STORE YESTER- 
PAY TO QET HIS 
HAT CLEANEP— 



One PAV A & SHERIFF HOP a LONG CASSIPY STS IN H'5- OFFICE, 
THE POOR BURSTS OPEN, ANP... ppMpgmpr 



SL/T x 
WHAT-? 



WKIT WILKIN'S, THE HAT- MAKER 1 ) I M INI TROUBLE, HOPPY 
WHAT '5- THE MATTER, -WAN z /PEAPLV TROUBLE / LISTEN— % 
>T. PIP YOU HEAR BAT HENPRIC KS. 

Q 1 ''. 1 , 1 .!.'- ! f.jij W was in town ? MwrTm 



1 r 4AP 70 EXPLAIN TO H/M THAT YOU HAVE: 



" ALL MY LIFE IP HEARP; STORIES’. A&OUT EAT 
HENPRiCKS, &UT TH/E WAS THE Ft PET T/ME 
r'o / am fvfc /-5/t/ A-//M " — ' 



^ OKAY ! 
&UT QET 
THIS — 



I'P LAtP EYEE ON HW 



I'M POWERFUL EORRY, MR. 1 — - 
HEN PRICKS’— SIR- -BUT YOU'LL 
HAVE TO WAIT TILL TOMORROW 
BEFORE YOU CAN HAVE YOUR 
HAT PACK! 



I WANT THIS HAT C LEANS Pf I'LL ) 
WAIT RIGHT HERE TILL YOU'RE J 
FINIS’ HEP I ' — 



''THAT HAS’ YESTERPAY / PUT THIS 
MORNING WHEN I OPENEP THE 
STORE. " 



T-A T HA~ r A\P I HAVEN'T SEEN SEPARATEP IN 
OVER FOR TV YEARS’ .'TAKE CARE OF IT / IF 
ANYTHING HAPPENS’ TO IT, I'M HOLPING _ 
yOU RESPONSIBLE, SA VYY 



JTSASP! ■ • SOMEONE n 

BROKE IN-THROUGH THAT WINPOW-- 
ANP STOLE SAT HENPRICKS' HAT/ 
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uTdCLJ 




I NEVER ^ 



HOPPYt REMEM0EREP THE MANY MEN OAT 
HENPRICXS HAP PM&HEP OFF --ALL IN THE 
COURSE OF PUTV AS SHERIFF OR MARSHAL. 



HE'LL GET MB TOO— ) Wfi/T, TAKE IT EASY I 
UNLESS' I FINP HIE *\vOUR STORY HAS? 
HAT / MPU'VE eOT TO \ SOME PECULIAR 
HELP ME GET IT BACK, V— r AHGLES.. J 
POPPY 1 J \r — 

i S^mm 



&HORTLV, AS THE TWO FAMOUS 1 SHERIFFS' 
MEET IN THE HOTEL LOBBY.. . , — 



I'VE GOT A CERTAIN/ /pRA ANP \ MB 2 GOSH, 
I WANT TO SEE BATVENPRICKS ) NO / I--I'L L . 
TO CHECK ON IT / HERE'S HIS J SEE VOU r-f 
HOTEL I YOU WANT TO COME M\ LATER / / 
ALON6 WITH ME ? 'Jy 



1 NO LAWMAN L- 
> EVER REALLY 
n CALLS IT 
\ OUITS, BAT! 
U HEAR ME 
OUT ANVWAV-- 



I'LL BE GLAP TO HELP VOU \\ 
A NV WAV I CAN , HOPPV--BUT 
YOU KNOW MY d>UTLAW'HL)NTlNS 
PAYS ARE OVER / I'VE RETIREPT 



" MOMENTS LATER, THE MYSTERIOUS ROAP AGENT 
PIS APPEARED IN A HAIL OF SHOTS .... " 



" THIS MORN WO ABOUT SIX A.M., | 

THE WELLS-FAR50 EXPRESS FROM , 
SHALLOTSV/LLE WAS HELP UP BY 

P/VE /HA A/... "eg**- 



W GET TO TOWN ! WE'LL 
I NOTIFY SHERIFF -M 
& CASSI PY ! HURR Y > JS 



THROW POWN 
THAT CASH 
^ SOX I ^ 
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MORNING TRAIL INm THAT'S* WHAT I FIGURE, BAT! 
5 AT! ANP VOU THAT'S NOT ALL / THE BANPIT 

? % 1 WORE A HAT EXACTLY LIKE 

< I LOST ) you -U YOURS THAT WAS STOLEN !j 

-RIGHT IN /MEAN- 1— ^ NOW I SEEM TP -r^ 

US j THE CRITTER ) RE ME LASER. THERE'S ) I 

j~^\S SOMEONE STAY-^A LEGENP THAT 
ING HERE IN THIS HOTEL? J GOES WITH PUR 
HAT. - - - 



IT'S SUPPOSED TO GIVE ME 
A CHARMEP LIFE ! IT WAS MAPE 
FOR ME OUT OF BUFFALO 
HIPE BY AN IN PI AN WHOSE LIFE 
I ONCE SAVEP f THAT WAS es 
FORTY YBARS AGO! JTTJ0= 



THAT'S 

TRUE... 



EVERY PETAtL OF T*E /NCANTATtOW CEREMO.VY . 



WHOEVER WEARS THIS BUFFALO HAT IV:LL 
BE 5 ACE FROM EVIL ! SO BULLETS WILL . 

-xfl'HC HARM HIM I 



" WELL, THAT WAS IT, HOPPY / CHARM OR NOT, 

THE FACT /S’ THAT NO BULLETS HAVE EVER 
HIT ME ... ", , 

( t.ma.m<&, 3at > i just Swell, ;m 

Y.'AVjT TO CHECK L lC> ON THAT STORY ! ICASE I 
TUAT WAS THE WAV I HEAR? IT / X'AV HELP, 

hr^in. a ^ — ^ y ou any i 

p^-r >vav ^o°py, 4 

f SSfegSv PON T HESITATE TO 
A CALL Vv - ' i 



LATER, AFTER BAT HENPRICKS HAS LEFT, 
THE HOTEL DESK CLERK ASKS TO SPEAK 
TO THE TWIN RIVERS LAWMAN... 



I COULPN'T HELP OVERHEARING 
WHAT YOU S AIP, SHERIFF I X JUST, 
WANT TO TELL YOU THAT BAT 
HENPRICKS WAS NOT IN THE If INTI 
HOTEL AT THE TIME OF THE P. 
HOLP-UP THIS MORNING / 

HE WAS i Jl .gga^MW 

out! 





(;(dc)J 
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DON'T /MENTION IT. -***< SKATER THAT PAY AS HOPPY LEAVES HIS 

SHERIFF —ANP PLEASE OFFICE , 

DON'T LET SAT KNOW / - -i THIS IS AN CDP_ CASE! I HOP. 

THAT I TOL P YOU ANYONE OF A DOZEN MEN IN THE / YOU ■ 



BUT THAT DOESN'T 
PROVE ANYTHING— 
YET • THANKS 
ANYWAY, PAYTON I I 



/MOMENTS LATER, AFTER the TWIN RIVERS LAWWAN 
V HAS SWUNG ON HIS HORSE , . . . -N 

\ . m ...... mm. sep; VVE heard 

he KEEPS A 
FORTUNE IN 
PURE eOLP gig 
R'SHT IN HIS Jm 
HOUSE ! J5g% 



AS THE AGITATED HAT- MAKE IS / ^ 

REINS IN HIS STEEP... , r^- 1 - 4 

■ - ~ r / THIS ISN'T 

WHIT. WILL YOU CALM ABOUT - . - 

DOWN 2 BAT ISN'T GOING J EAT! LISTEN-) I 

TO HURT YOU - r -'-"'I WAS RIPIN' ^ 

I TALKED TO J TO TOWN ANP I PASSED 
tar HIM I i— '"'THE NEW WATTLEV CARSON 
■ TT77 s6ff HOUSE —ANP IT SOUNDED LIKE 
mmMmi A mfZ ^as QOIN ' ON there / 

2~g5S«kWITH ALL THE SUN FIRE / / 



CARSON? ISN'T THAT THE NEW 
1 RANCHES WHO'S SUPPOSED 
-00 HAVE HIT IT RICH OUT IN, 
’\r-C CALIFORNIA ? y T ^il 



NCT LONG AFTER, AT THE RICH ANP SUMPTUOUS RANCH- 



-HE WORE \ 
■ A HAT MADE 

OF BUFFALO 
K HADE' o' 



usno flt-ltK, mi me Kitn MN\s •Z'UH'r- luuuy 

HOUSE , THE TIEP-UP CARSON IS FREED FROM HIS BONDS. 



AND WHEN I RAN OUT OF AMMUNITION THE 



PNU f»neiN x ic/Hin wu i Lsr /m/nuni i ilsi\ me 
VARMINT GOT THE DROP ON ME— AND STOLE 
MY GOLD ! HE WORE A MASK SO X DON'T 
KNOW WHAT HE LOOKED LIKE- EXCEPT- -V 
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AS THE SHARP EVES' OF THE 
ACE LAWMAN PEER UPWARR. 



IN THE COUNTRY JUST 
NORTH OF TWIN RIVERS 



WEARER LEAPS' TO T HE 9APPLB 
AGAIN... ^ — 



THERE HE IS/ H E'9 CROSSING 
CROW RIVER. BY THE MOUNTAIN 
TRAIL— AM? HE 'S’ SPOTTEPj 

me ! those shots are rage 

COMING A LITTLE TOO 

—rr—(CL09E.iJ^W& 



LOOKS LIKE HE'S CIRCLING 
AROUNO CROW-TOP MOUNTAIN 
TO GET TO THE REAR OF ^ 
TOWN ! BUT I CAN'T BE ■ 
FAR BEHINP HIM NOW— jm 
EH R WAIT A MOMENT I 



ZE ) AFTER THE 
r-^ PANPlT 
THERE'S HIS ^ 
TRAIL-- STALL B 
(L FKeSH/ h 



YOU HEAPIN, 
HOPPY 



THEN, AS HOPPY REACHES THE TURBULENT , ROARING CROW RIVER. 



HE COULPN'T GET , 
ACROSS HE RE -BUT IF X -«■ 
CAN, I MIGHT BE ABLE 70 B 
INTERCEPT HIM WHEN HE J* 
COMES POWN OFF THE x.V 

MOUNTAIN ! GOT TO ■, <\'V 

1 1 r TRY /r ! ^ gwa 



SHORTLY, WITH THE LARIAT STRUNG BETWEEN jf MOMENTS' AFTER .ON THE OTHER BANK. 

THE TWO BANKS LIKE A CABLE, THE LARRUPIN' f— — - — — 

LAWMAN GUIPES HIS STEEP ACROSS... >5 I'VE GAINEP ON HIM- -BUT HE'S 



THAT'S IT, SOY f KEEP 
■ — r SWIMMING ! , rr< 
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A FOMENT LATER, AS HOPPY 
DASHES IN&fPE ... 



^E^J, IN TOWN, AT THE REAR OF THE TWIN RIVERS HOTEL. 



HIS HAT FELL OFF — ANP THERE HE GOES-- 
INTO THE SACK ENTRANCE OF THE HOTEL / 
I'VE SOT HIM CORRAL LEO NOW I 



SHERIFF --you LOOKING 
FOR BAT HENDRICKS ? M 
HE 7UST THIS' /MOMENT 1 
CA/ME IN / HE WENT RIGHT I 
UP TO HIS ROOM ! BUT A 

WAIT A SECOND— 1 ^ 

5 — 7 IOC VC / rrtf'& IT, F*Y 



BUT SUPPENiy, AS THE CRACK LAWMAN \ 

MAKES HIS PLAY.. . ~ — * 

- — : - ' i BUT NOT ) 

AGAINST BAT— AGAINST YOU, -c' 

PAYTON !. YOU WERE A MITE ^ 
CARELESS THE WAY YOU TUCKEP 
AWAY THIS HANDKERCHIEF YOUA 
USEP FOR A r-sgffcs -rntm 

v mask i y mrL Jtmm 



(GULP!) IT'S BAT — ANP HE'S ABOUT TO ] 
PRAW ON YOU, SHERIFF / PULL YOUR A 
—Y- -to-rn GUN.' PLUG 



OKAY, PAYTON! I'M 
TAKING ACTION , 
>— L NOW I 



WA- 
VY HAT?! 



AS THE UNMASKED OUTLAW 



WITH A PARING MOTION, THE DESK CLERK GRABS UP 

A GUN.,, y ' . ' ' ■ 

\ you PRESSEP ME TOO CLOSE, 

CASSIPY ! I PROPPED THAT BUFFALO HAT... 

MY LUCKY HAT... ANP DIDN'T HAVE A GOOP J 
CHANCE TO STRAIGHTEN MYSELF OUT A 
• — m — fgr BEFORE YOU CAME IN / r-fMfi 



ANP N 
NOW?, 



WOW ? WOW I GUESS 
IT'S AWOS, SHERIFF. 
T FOR YOU / 
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With a lightning-fast snap of his wrist 

-rnr? QMCCJi /-> UA~r IU UfC. USkin 



rwlTH A LIGHTNING - FAST &Nflr MIS' WKItrl 

HOPPY SENDS THE BUFFALO HAT IN HIS. HAND 
WHIRL INe AT THE GUNMAN -\—-cfc= H 



THE; LAWMAN DIVES IN. 



C-CAN'T 
SEE ... 



LATER IN WILKINS' HAT STORE , AFTER PAYTON 
HAG BEEN JAILEP ANp THE LOOT RECOVERED. 



— THAT THE HAT PAYTON WENT TO 
50 MUCH TROUBLE TO SET- -W AO 
THE VERY THING THAT LEO TO HIS 
POWNFALL ! IF I DIDN'T HAVE IT 
IN MV HAN PS AT THE RIGHT / 
MOMENT-- 



HAVE 

/ SHOT YOU 
ANP GOT 
CLEAN 
v A WAY I ) 



IT WAS PAYTON WHO STOLE SAT'S HAT ) 
FROM HOUR STORE /WHIT / HE'P HEARO ^ 
THE LEGEND ABOUT IT, ANO HE FIGURED 
IF THE HAT HAP PROTECTED BAT FROM * 
SUL LETS ALL THESE YEARS-, IT SHOULD ' 

CO THE SAME FOR HlM!0$r- -isRXrsM 

BUT THE 'tfofj 

CURIOUS 
FACT IS... Wfl 



I MAPE UP THAT TALE OF THE \ / WELL, 

INDIAN ANO THE INCANTATION TO \ { THAT’S 
SCARE OFF- BA OMEN WHO HAO W ONE 
A yEN TO TRADE SHOTS WITH ME / SURPRISE 
ANO IT'S SURE SAVED ME A LOT J ENDING 
OF TROUBLE DOWN THROUGH _y\ THAT NOT 
aMc, THE YEARS • > EVEN X 

-rr^ ( FIGURED J 

' > on \ y 



BAT, LET ME GIVE YOU ) HOPPY, X'VE-ER- 
BACK YOUR FAMOUS J GOT A CONFESSION 
HAT NOW THAT WHIT ) TO MAKE ! THIS IS 
HAS CLEANED IT— / JUST AN ORDINARY / 

— —»r HAT I BOUGHT IN -4 

S s' A DODGE CITY FORT w ) 

S' ■ . YEARS AGO...) 

flk ^-=5 



